
BURDEKIN QUARTER HORSE & CUTTING ASSN. INC 

 

FIRST CUTTING PRACTICE DAY A HUGE 
SUCCESS! 

Our first cutting clinic for 2010 was held on Good Friday at the Dalrymple 

Equestrian Centre in Charters Towers with sixteen riders and several other horse 

enthusiasts in attendance. Col Johnson officiated over the instructing for the day 

which began with a morning session on the mechanical cow and followed 

through with herd work in the afternoon. Some new horse and rider 

combinations were in attendance and were suitably impressed with the training 

provided. Many thanks go to Col for his time and for being so patient with 

everyone. The general comments were that we need to hold a lot more of these 

practice days to enable everyone to learn what is needed to compete in the sport 

of cutting. Due to the overwhelming response received we are looking at 

restructuring the format of this clinic to better cater for beginner cutters and their 

horses as well as those more experienced. More information on this will be 

published at a later date.  

 

 

NEXT MEETING DATE  

The next BQHCA meeting 

will be held in Charters  

Towers on Saturday June  

 5
th
 at 9.30 am at the  

Excelsior Library,Charters 

Towers. All welcome.  

 

Hello and welcome to the May issue of the Burdekin Quarter Horse 

and Cutting Association Inc newsletter. It looks like we are finally 

over the wettest part of the year and can now begin showing our 

horses. I hope that everyone is feeling refreshed after such a long 

break and are keen to come along and participate in our program of 

events for 2010. Membership numbers continue to grow with a warm 

welcome to all newcomers. Our first Cutting Show will be held on 

Saturday May 15
th
 with a practice clinic to follow on the Sunday. 

Programs are now available, please contact Sue on 47841355 if you 

have not yet already received one. 

LIST OF BQHCA CONTACTS: 
PRESIDENT ï SCOTT WALSH 

 0747877456 

EMAIL ï daisypocket1@bigpond.com.au 

 

VICE PRESIDENT ï JOHN MATHER 

0747871003 

 

SECRETARY ï SUE BUTLER  

0747841355 

EMAIL ï butlersuze62@gmail.com 

 

TREASURER ï MICHELLE MCMAHON  

0747877972 

EMAIL ï 

mics70milehorsepaddock@bigpond.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Rhonda Seymour 

pictured working 

her horse on the 

mechanical cow at 

our first clinic. 
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THE CUTTING HORSE AND THE CONTEST. 
 

 

The Cutting Horse is meeting a wider audience, one that has not grown up on a 

cattle station. If you have never seen a Cutting Horse in action before, then we 

would like to introduce them to you. 

The Cutting Horse is one of the most highly trained animals in the world and is 

known to be ñthe aristocrat of working cow horsesò. Although it takes careful 

training to refine its talents, no amount of that training can produce that 

particular ócow senseô which makes this horse so special. They are born with it. 

This is a strong horse whose well developed haunches give it the unusual power, 

speed and balance needed to drive, turn, stop, pivot and race a sometimes wild 

and unpredictable cow. He has the intelligence to anticipate the intentions of the 

cow and to outsmart it. The rider holds a loose rein and lets the horse do the 

thinking and reacting.  The cutting horse is able to work independently with 

uncanny mental and physical quickness portraying a display of intelligence and 

agility that is perhaps greater than any other horse can demonstrate. 

The first Cutting Competition with recorded prize money occurred at the 

cowboy reunion in Haskell, Texas, in 1898. The popularity of the horse and the 

event increased until the NCHA of US was formed in 1946 and established a 

uniform set of rules for the event. Australiaôs NCHA was formed and our first 

Futurity was held in 1973.  

A herd of cattle will be held at one end of the arena by two óherd holdersô. The 

rider will guide his horse into the herd toward the cow which he thinks will best 

challenge the horseôs ñcuttingò ability. The horse will then drive the cow out of 

the herd, past the herd holders, to the centre of the arena. There the cow will be 

met by two more riders know as óturn back ridersô - they will then drive the cow 

back toward the competitor and the contest begins. While the cow wants to 

return to the herd, the Cutting Horse wants to prevent it. Each run is two and a 

half minutes long and the combination can be penalized if the rider, once the 

cow has been selected, gives the horse any further direction. The judge then 

evaluates how hard the horse has been challenged by the cow, how the horse 

handled the challenges and what, if any, mistakes were made. The judge then 

gives a score of between 60 and 80 points.  

The sport of cutting is an exciting challenge for both the novice horse and rider 

through to the more professional competitors and it is for this reason we are 

seeing a huge increase in clubs and memberships Australia wide. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

Anyone who has attended a show of any kind would be aware of how much work is involved in the running of it. Aside from the 

initial planning before hand, there are also lots of things that happen on the show day and after the event which requires extra 

hands. If you would like to help out with anything at our shows ï selling raffle tickets, canteen work, arena preparation, etc or 

just any general cleaning up please come and see one of the committee on the day. We would greatly appreciate the help! 
 

 
. 

WESTERN SHOW CANCELLED 
DUE TO LOW ENTRY NUMBERS OUR 

FIRST WESTERN SHOW FOR THE YEAR WAS 
CANCELLED.  

UNFORTUNATE, BUT THESE THINGS HAPPEN. 
ALSO, IF ANYONE WISHES TO ATTEND 

ANY OF OUR EVENTS JUST AS A 
SPECTATOR PLEASE CALL THE 

SECRETARY THE NIGHT BEFORE TO 
MAKE SURE IT IS STILL ON. THIS WILL 

AVOID ANY FURTHER 
DISSAPOINTMENT. 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER. 

MAY 15/16
th -

 Unaffiliated Cutting Show 

and Practice Clinic. 

JUNE 5
th
 ï Meeting (CT) 

JUNE 12/14
th -

 Rob Hodgeman Clinic. 

JULY 3/4
th -

 Unaffiliated Cutting Show 

and Practice Clinic. 

AUGUST 21/23 ï NCHA Affiliated and 

Club Cutting, ñAò Class Western Show 

and clinics. 

 

 




